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Patents

Biotech Firm Wins $95.7 Million
Patent Verdict

Syntrix Biosystems Inc. v. lllumina Inc., No. 10-5970, verdict returned
(W.D. Wash. March 14, 2013).

The verdict capped an Tl-day trial of a lawsuit filed by Syntrix in November 2010 in
the U.S. District Court for the Western District of Washington, alleging that Illumina’s
BeadChip technology infringed U.S. Patent No. 6,951,682, invented by Syntrix
founder John Zebala in1997.
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“We believe they took our technology to develop the infringing Bead Chip,” he said.

Syntrix argued at trial, and the jury believed, that Syntrix invented the technology,
Albright said.

The jury found that Illumina directly and indirectly infringed the ‘682 patent
and that it induced its customers to infringe the patent.

The jury rejected Illumina’s claims that the patent was invalid.
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